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TRIBUTE TO LEONARD EARL 

ROBERTS, SR. 

(Ms. BASS of California asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Ms. BASS of California. Madam 
Speaker, I come to the House floor 
today to pay tribute to a man of excep-
tional valor, a quiet hero, a committed 
family man, a successful entrepreneur, 
and my constituent: Leonard Earl Rob-
erts, Sr. 

Mr. Roberts lived an extraordinary 
life. At the age of 16, he joined the Ci-
vilian Conservation Corps and later 
voluntarily enlisted in the U.S. Army 
after the attack on Pearl Harbor. Pla-
toon Sergeant Roberts led a special 
unit ashore on D-day. He and his entire 
squadron received the Bronze Indian 
Arrowhead for Assault Troopers, and 
he received the Purple Heart. 

After he was honorably discharged at 
the close of the war, Mr. Roberts re-
turned home to claim the hand of his 
childhood sweetheart, Dessie, and then 
used the GI Bill to attend the Massa-
chusetts Institute of Technology. Mr. 
Roberts used his MIT engineering de-
gree to invent a machine that would 
revolutionize the aerospace industry. 
And in 1972 in Torrance, California, 
with his wife and family by his side, 
Leonard Sr. established Roberts Aero-
space Manufacturing Engineering Cor-
poration, one of today’s leading compa-
nies in the industry. 

Leonard Earl Roberts, Sr. was a great 
American born of a great generation. 
He was a man of service, honor, integ-
rity, faith, and family. He lived an in-
spirational life, and our Nation will 
forever be enriched because of him. 
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JOBS AND JOB CREATION 

(Mr. GUINTA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. GUINTA. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to address the issue of jobs and 
job creation in our country. For 29 con-
secutive months we have seen unem-
ployment exceed 8 percent. Back in 
June, we announced 18,000 jobs were 
created in this country. That’s less 
than 300 jobs per State, for a now 9.2 
percent unemployment rate. 

In response to this, in New Hamp-
shire I have established a getting Gran-
ite Staters back to work initiative, 
where I have hosted two job fairs. Over 
400 people have attended, where one 
gentleman had said to me he was out of 
work for 3 years. Back here in Wash-
ington, people like that gentleman 
need us to pass a balanced budget, re-
duce our spending, reduce our debt and 
deficit, and get serious about creating 
an environment where small business 
can once again succeed in our country. 

I have and hope that the Senate and 
the administration will join the House 
in this effort. 

TAXING OUR SENIORS 

(Mrs. MALONEY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mrs. MALONEY. Madam Speaker, I 
respectfully suggest a small correction 
to the Republicans’ statement that 
their position on the deficit negotia-
tions is no new taxes. It would be far 
more accurate for them to state their 
position is no new taxes except for sen-
iors, because sharp increases to partici-
pate in the costs of Medicare and Med-
icaid or decreases in the benefits of So-
cial Security would act just like a tax 
on income targeted right at the elder-
ly. 

The Republican proposal for Medi-
care would hit retired seniors imme-
diately by reopening the doughnut 
hole. And according to a report from 
the Joint Economic Committee, for my 
home State of New York it would cost 
future retirees an additional $6,500 out 
of pocket. You can call that some sort 
of adjustment if you like, but I call it 
a tax, and I call it wrong. Grover 
Norquist agrees. He says changes to 
the CPI is a stealth tax increase: wrong 
for our seniors, wrong for the economy, 
and wrong for the country. 
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PRESIDENT OBAMA, JOIN US IN 
SUPPORTING POLICIES THAT 
WILL PUT AMERICANS BACK TO 
WORK 

(Mr. HULTGREN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. HULTGREN. Madam Speaker, 9.2 
percent unemployment in June. Twen-
ty-nine months in a row of over 8 per-
cent unemployment. Twenty million 
Americans remain unemployed or un-
deremployed. It has to stop. These are 
stark reminders that President 
Obama’s excessive spending, unprece-
dented debt, and overregulation, as 
well as the threats of job-killing taxes 
on small businesses and entrepreneurs, 
are holding back private sector job cre-
ation in our economy. 

American job creators fear the regu-
latory and fiscal environment they will 
face in the near future. Until they have 
some certainty, they will not invest or 
hire. We are working hard to bring 
back that certainty and ensure our 
pro-growth economic environment. By 
doing that, we must cut red tape, cut 
spending, and keep taxes low, but also 
pass legislation to expand domestic en-
ergy production and open new markets 
for American goods overseas. 

We need President Obama and his 
party to stop trying to raise taxes on 
job creators and instead embrace our 
commonsense proposal to put Ameri-
cans back to work. 
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WE NEED A BIPARTISAN DEBT 
LIMIT AGREEMENT 

(Mr. QUIGLEY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. QUIGLEY. Madam Speaker, as 
Secretary Geithner has observed, fail-
ure to raise the debt ceiling would have 
catastrophic economic consequences 
that would last for decades. This view 
was shared by former Treasury Sec-
retary Paulson, who says that inaction 
is simply not an option. I agree, and 
believe that raising the debt ceiling 
must be accompanied by deficit reduc-
tion, mostly by cutting spending, but 
also by eliminating some unnecessary 
tax breaks. 

Now, there are those who say that 
there are no unnecessary tax breaks. 
Let me just give you one. If your 
neighbor buys a car and pays interest 
on the loan to buy that car, that inter-
est is not tax-deductible. If your other 
neighbor buys a yacht and pays inter-
est on the loan to buy that yacht, that 
interest is tax-deductible. 

When we are borrowing 40 cents for 
every dollar, we have to ask ourselves 
if those tax breaks are really worth it. 
If we are starting from scratch, would 
we really give yacht owners an extra 
tax break? 
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BETTY FORD MEMORIAL 

(Mr. AMASH asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. AMASH. Madam Speaker, it is 
with great sadness that west Michigan 
learned on Friday of the passing of our 
First Lady, Betty Ford. 

The First Lady spent most of her life 
in Grand Rapids. A graduate of Central 
High School, she worked in a depart-
ment store downtown and was a dance 
instructor. Early on, Mrs. Ford showed 
her heart for the disadvantaged in our 
community, teaching dance to children 
who were physically disabled, deaf, and 
blind. 

A mutual friend introduced Mrs. 
Ford to Jerry in 1947. A successful law-
yer and former star of the University 
of Michigan’s football team, the future 
President was not quite in public life 
when they met. No one could have fore-
seen the set of circumstances that 
thrust the Fords into the White House, 
but Mrs. Ford took the challenge with 
gusto. 

As First Lady, she revealed many of 
her struggles to the public so that she 
could help others with similar difficul-
ties. In the 1970s, she publicly spoke 
about her battle with breast cancer, 
which was not often discussed during 
that time. In the 1980s, she took the 
lessons she learned battling alcoholism 
to found a number of foundations and 
institutes dedicated to helping others 
with the condition. 

Betty Ford honored west Michigan 
with her public service, humor, and 
grace. We are proud to have called such 
a fine citizen one of our own. 
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RAISING THE DEBT CEILING 

(Mr. COURTNEY asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 
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